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GENERAL COMMENTS 

REF. RESPONDENT COMMENT 

2 Cranbrook & 
Sissinghurst 
PC 

Intro background does not mention Tenterden or Cranbrook 

36 Susie Smith Firstly I would like to thank and congratulate all the Committee on the hard 
work that has gone into producing this village plan. 
Secondly, I would like to SUPPORT this plan in its current form as I feel it 
has been well thought through. 

6 Kent County 
Council 

The introduction to the NDP describes, in detail, the extend and importance 
of Benenden’s heritage and the role has played in shaping the Parish. To 
this end, the County Council recommends that the Plan should include 
policies for conserving and enhancing this heritage. The Plan provides an 
opportunity for the PC to describe how Benenden’s heritage can contribute 
to achieving the Vision, as outlined on page 7, by helping to integrate new 
development into existing community. This can ensure that new build 
developments contribute to the existing historic character and emphasise 
the role of the historic environment as a contributor to the “historic 
beauty” that the Plan wants to preserve, Heritage also has significant role 
to play in the health and well-being of residents and visitors. The County 
Council therefore recommends that there is a specific historic 
environment policy within the NDP. 

6 Kent County 
Council 

History – The text mentions the Roman roads that cross Benenden and the 
settlement of Hemsted, but there are numerous other Roman sites in the 
parish. These include a paved Roman ford near Stream Farm and iron 
working sites in Spring Wood, Benenden School and Flight Wood. The 
Benenden School site may have also comprised a small roadside 
settlement. 

7 National Grid An assessment had been carried out with respect to National Grid's 
electricity and gas transmission apparatus which includes high voltage 
electricity assets and high-pressure gas pipelines. National Grid has 
identified that it has no record of such apparatus with the NDP area. 

8 Natural 
England 

Natural England does not have any specific comments on the draft NDP 

9 Southern Gas 
Network 

Benenden falls on a particularly resilient part of SGN's network and we do 
not expect any significant reinforcement to occur from development in the 
area. Therefore SGN have no specific comments to make regarding the 
BNDP. 

13 TWBC Formatting/terminology comments: 
a) Some terms are used once with abbreviations provided, and then 

subsequently a mixture of the full term or the abbreviation is used. 
It is suggested that a consistent approach is used throughout. 

b) It is recommended that the text seeks to avoid terms such as "we".  
c) There are frequent references to "developers/development". It 

would be more pertinent to be clearer about what form of 
development the policy applies to - eg just new build housing, 
other (industrial/business development, extensions etc.). 

d) It is recommended that you double check all references to the 
NPPF and para numbers. EG references on page 29, first para (para 
170 and 8 of the NPPF) do not reflect the 2019 version of the NPPF. 
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13 TWBC Page 8 footnote – There is no NPPF in 2017, should be corrected 

13 TWBC Page 9, second para: suggest would be worded better to state: “how the 
NDP proposes to protect” rather than “how the NDP team propose to 
protect” 

13 TWBC  Page 9, second para: refers to lift time of the Plan being to 2033, whereas 
the Vision on page 7 refers to 2035. 

13 TWBC Page 10, first para: "Policies" line: Could add at the end of the line "and by 
TWBC as the Local Planning Authority when considering planning 
applications". 

13 TWBC Page 10, first para: "Projects" line - Please note that no decision has yet 
been made on whether TWBC will adopt CIL. Reference is made to "could 
be funded by developer contributions". May be worth a line to be clear that 
if so, there are certain policy/legislative requirements that must be met in 
order for this to be the case. 

14 UK Power 
Networks 

There is no immediate impact on our assets. We can see your 
recommendations for new houses to have EV chargers. When/if you 
identify a specific need for additional capacity, please do not hesitate to 
contact our connections department. 

40 Tony 
Fullwood 

"The Vision" Suggest "The Parish of Benenden in 2035 will be a thriving, 
peaceful and rural place to live, work and rest. The scenic beauty of the 
countryside will be protected and its village feel and historic……. 

40 Tony 
Fullwood 

Planning Strategy  
For clarity and to provide a spatial focus for the remainder of the Plan, it 
would be helpful to add a brief Planning Strategy towards the beginning of 
the Neighbourhood Plan.  
 
Example Planning Strategy Section:  
The planning strategy for Benenden Parish is to focus well designed 
development within the defined Local Plan Limits to Built Development and 
generally to limit development in the countryside beyond.  
 
In order to achieve sustainable development which is well aligned to 
national planning guidance; the Local Plan and local opinion, the planning 
strategy is to provide for limited development focused on Benenden to 
help meet local needs whilst conserving and enhancing the scenic beauty 
and tranquillity of the High Weald Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty; 
preserving and enhancing the character of the Benenden and Iden Green 
Conservation Areas and their setting and protecting views from public 
areas, formal and informal recreational amenities as well as biodiversity.  
 
This does not mean that all development within the countryside should be 
prevented and policies in the Neighbourhood Plan recognise that there 
may be potential for the following types of development provided certain 
criteria are met: 
 
Policy BE1 – Supporting development related to farming and forestry for 
which a rural location is demonstrated to be necessary.  
Policy BE2 – Redevelopment and regeneration of existing business sites and 
redundant buildings for business use  
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Policy BEx – given their economic importance, you may wish to consider an 
additional policy which allows for the expansion of Benenden Girls School 
and Benenden Hospital provided certain criteria are met. 
 
Nevertheless, the Neighbourhood Plan seeks to protect the designated 
countryside from inappropriate development and to ensure that, where 
development is appropriate, it conserves and enhances the landscape and 
scenic beauty of the High Weald Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty and 
distinctive, locally important characteristics. 
  
This Plan has been discussed with the infrastructure providers to test 
whether proposed development can be supported by sufficient 
infrastructure to ensure the quality of life of existing and future residents. 
Any development permitted will be expected to ensure provision of the 
necessary social, physical and green infrastructure needed to support the 
proposed development. 

40 Tony 
Fullwood 

Conservation Areas - whilst the Iden Green and Benenden Conservation 
Areas are mentioned in the NDP, their importance in planning the future of 
the parish is certainly underplayed. 

33 Russell Cruse A great many of the statements and even the policies use language that is 
not robust enough. I would suggest that throughout the document, 
equivocal words such as "should" need to be replaced with the words 
"shall" or "will" and statements such as "be encouraged to" (HS5 para 
2.4.1) need to be removed. 

33 Russell Cruse Nowhere does it appear to say who exactly will be responsible for ensuring 
policies are adhered to. One imagines it’s the Parish Council but this is 
never actually stated. If the PC is to be heavily involved, then perhaps the 
policies of the PC itself, with respect to quora, vetoes and communication 
need to be addressed. 

33 Russell Cruse One understands the importance of evidence-based policy-making but why, 
after a substantial preamble, must each policy section itself include a 
preamble which, in many cases, merely repeats statements made earlier? 
Surely both are not needed. 

33 Russell Cruse It is obvious that development of the kind and amount envisaged will have 
an impact on many of the aspects of Benenden as an AONB. The stated 
aims of parishioners in this regard will need to be identified as not merely 
aspirational but as lines they do not wish to cross. Does anyone truly 
believe, for example, that "views, dark skies and tranquility" can be 
maintained in the face of such substantial developments outside those on 
brownfield sites? 

28 Peter Nuttall Referenced documents as numbered in the text to be included in list on 
the website for ready access.  

28 Peter Nuttall A general piece on the Parish Plan could be included in the up-front 
introduction and only specific data included in the main text. 

28 Peter Nuttall Introduction to have a summary of SWOT analyses to highlight the overall 
big topics. 

28 Peter Nuttall I think a section on development timing is required to cover the entire plan 
period. Actual development will be driven by real demand. This would 
therefore allow development of green field land to be deferred to the 
future. This is consistent with 2.11 of the TWBC Infrastructure 
Development Plan. 
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28 Peter Nuttall Has there been consideration of providing health care within Benenden 
Hospital especially as their housing developments will be providing a 
significant number of potential patients? 

 


