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LEA9 Local Green Space assessments  

Name Goddards Green 

Description Long established green, bordered on 2 sides by a B road 
and a lane. Footpath WC359 runs its length. 

 
Location TQ817345 

Goddards Green TN17 4AR 

 
Reviewer Arianwen Neve 

Site area 0.5 hectares 

Current use of the land Amenity land used by cottages opposite 

Owner James & Kristina Edwards 

Comments by owner  

Does the proposed space have planning permission for 
development? 

No 

Is the proposed space a Local Plan or Neighbourhood 
Plan allocation or proposed site? 

No 

Does the proposed space have clearly defined edges 
and is under 20ha in size? 
Does the space feel local in character and scale? 

Yes 
 
Yes. It is not fenced and is bounded on two sides by 
roads. 

How close is the space to the community it serves? It is around 1.9km from the village centre by road, and 
within 10m of immediate residents.  

What evidence is there to demonstrate that the space has a particular local significance with respect to at least 
one of the following aspects: 

• Its beauty Good trees – Beech. Monkey. Yew, Birch 

• Historic significance Formerly Gooseherds Green which was reportedly 
common land for the poor to graze their Christmas 
geese. 

• Recreational value For nearby residents to use footpath to Hemsted Forest 
avoiding walking along increasinglky busy road. 

• Tranquility  

• Richness of its wildlife 

 
 

Mature trees and hedge 
Magpie inkcap funghi seen there 
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Summary of assessment This is a particularly visible green area on the north side 
of the parish providing an attractive green area at one 
of the key Benenden road junctions. 

 

 

Name Catholic Chapel Green 

Description Small grass area next to Catholic Chapel on New Pond 
Road 

 
Location TQ808336 

Catholic Chapel, New Pond Road, Benenden, TN17 4EL  

 
Reviewer Arianwen Neve 

Site area 0.36 ha 

Current use of the land None 

Owner Catholic Diocese – Admninistered by St Theodore’s, 
Cranbrook 

Comments by owner Notification sent to Bishop of Southwark, but no reply 
received 

Does the proposed space have planning permission for 
development? 

No 

Is the proposed space a Local Plan or Neighbourhood 
Plan allocation or proposed site? 

No 

Does the proposed space have clearly defined edges 
and is under 20ha in size? 
Does the space feel local in character and scale? 

Yes 
 
It adjoins the catholic chapel and is of a modest scale. It 
is mown, but not fenced. 

How close is the space to the community it serves? It is 0.6km to the west side of the main village. Its 
congregation is scattered throughout the parish. 

What evidence is there to demonstrate that the space has a particular local significance with respect to at least 
one of the following aspects: 

• Its beauty  

• Historic significance Erected in 1931 – A colt of Bethersden Building to 
provide a catholic chapel of ease for the faithful, who 
otherwise travelled to Goudhurst. 
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• Recreational value  

• Tranquility Peaceful spot beside busy road 

• Richness of its wildlife  

Summary of assessment It has historical and religious importance, and provides 
a green boundary to the wooded area to the north and 
east. 

 

Name Benenden Recreation Ground 

Description Recreational Area next to Village Hall bounded on one 
side by B2086 

 
Location TQ811328 

Recreation Ground, Benenden. Access by north-west 
corner. 

 
Reviewer Arianwen Neve 

Site area 1.4ha 

Current use of the land Football pitch, Playground and Bowling Green 

Owner of site Benenden Village Trust 

Comments by owner Concerns over restricting flexibility. The Green Space 
policy has been adapted to help provide this whilst 
ensuring the value to the village is maintained. 

Does the proposed space have planning permission for 
development? 

No 

Is the proposed space a Local Plan or Neighbourhood 
Plan allocation or proposed site? 

No 

Does the proposed space have clearly defined edges 
and is under 20ha in size? 
Does the space feel local in character and scale? 

Yes 
 
Yes. It is mowed regularly and used for sport. 

How close is the space to the community it serves? 5m from the village hall entrance and 50m from the 
pub and Green 

What evidence is there to demonstrate that the space has a particular local significance with respect to at least 
one of the following aspects: 

• Its beauty Open space, good hedges and trees on 3 sides, but 
close to village centre 

• Historic significance Given to the Trust by Viscount RotherMere os Hemsted 
(now Benenden School) in 1920 
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• Recreational value Used by the Village Football Club. Contains children’s 
play area near to Primary School and Glebe Field. 
Bowling Green in regular use. 

• Tranquility Provides open space for use by all, and as a buffer for 
the peaceful Glebe Field and beyond 

• Richness of its wildlife Good trees and hedges 

Summary of assessment Historically is was given to the Village as Recreation 
Ground and it serves that purpose still. 

 

Name East End Old Cricket Pitch 

Description Former cricket pitch in East End. Now part of Kent Local 
Wildlife Site TW57. See Appendix LEA10. 

 

Location TQ 83386 35421 
Benenden Hospital 
Goddards Green Road 
Benenden 
CRANBROOK 
TN17 4AX 

 
Reviewer Charles Pope 

Site area 1.4ha 

Current use of the land Unused 

Owner of site Benenden Healthcare Society Ltd 

Comments by owner They have been notified, but have not responded 
directly. They are aware of the Local Wildlife Site 
designation and look after all of TW57. 

Does the proposed space have planning permission for 
development? 

No 

Is the proposed space a Local Plan or Neighbourhood 
Plan allocation or proposed site? 

Yes it is part of a proposed site (Site 41), but the 
element of the site which is designated as a Local 
Wildlife Site including the old cricket pitch is not 
intended for development. 

Does the proposed space have clearly defined edges 
and is under 20ha in size? 
Does the space feel local in character and scale? 

The site is clearly defined and is a visible central part of 
East End. 

How close is the space to the community it serves? It is central to East End 

What evidence is there to demonstrate that the space has a particular local significance with respect to at least 
one of the following aspects: 

• Its beauty It is a pleasant green open space bounded by mature 
trees on 3 sides 

• Historic significance  

• Recreational value Although a former cricket pitch which hasn’t been used 
for a number of years, the LWS designation suggest 
that access for general activities should be limited. The 
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acceptable level of use is awaiting confirmation from 
Kent Wildlife Trust. 

• Tranquility It provides a large open green area, set back from the 
increasingly busy Goddards Green Road. 

• Richness of its wildlife It is part of the designated LWS TW57. 

Summary of assessment Given the anticipated development in the East End it is 
important to preserve the green space which is central 
to the developed area. The whole of the wildlife site 
TW57 should be preserved, of which the old cricket 
pitch is the most visible area. Its amenity value may 
however be limited in order to protect the plant life. 

 

Name New Pond Corner 

Description Corner of field on the junction of Iden Green Road and 
B2086 featuring a pond which is included within the 
Conservation Area Boundary 

 
Location TQ806330 

 
Proposed area for Green Space                    OS Map extract                              Conservation area boundary 

Reviewer Charles Pope 

Site area 0.8ha 

Current use of the land Field 

Owner of site Victoria Pettit 

Comments by owner  

Does the proposed space have planning permission for 
development? 

No 

Is the proposed space a Local Plan or Neighbourhood 
Plan allocation or proposed site? 

No 

Does the proposed space have clearly defined edges 
and is under 20ha in size? 

Yes 
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Does the space feel local in character and scale?  

How close is the space to the community it serves? It directly borders the main village boundary. 

What evidence is there to demonstrate that the space has a particular local significance with respect to at least 
one of the following aspects: 

• Its beauty It provides a clear green boundary of natural hedging 
and trees to the village. 

• Historic significance It forms part of the demesne of the Old Manor Farm 
which belonged to the Hemsted Estate. It still retains its 
close historic association with the medieval moated site 
to the north of the road.  

• Recreational value It is a private field, so there is no access. 

• Tranquility It provides a tranquil aspect from the busy road into 
Benenden village. 

• Richness of its wildlife Good trees, hedges and a pond which provide a 
relatively undisturbed habitat. 

Summary of assessment It is important to the setting of the village, providing a 
clear border to the main settlement. It provides an 
appropriate transition from the medieval field structure 
with a border of trees and hedges to the start of the 
main village. 

 

Name Iden Green Recreation Ground 

Description A recreation ground in the centre of the secondary 
community of Iden Green.  The site contains a 
Children’s Play Area, Tennis Courts, a Village Hall (The 
Pavilion) and an area for car parking. 

 
Location  
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Reviewer Peter Driver 

Site area 1.0ha 

Current use of the land General Recreation use: Children’s Play Area, Tennis 
Courts, Community Events.  The site also includes a 
Village Hall available for public rental. 

Owner of site Benenden Village Trust (was Harmsworth Memorial 
Trust) 

Comments by owner Yes. There were reservations regarding restricting the 
Trust’s flexibility. The LGS policy has been adapted to 
offer limited flexibility. 

Does the proposed space have planning permission for 
development? 

No 

Is the proposed space a Local Plan or Neighbourhood 
Plan allocation or proposed site? 

No 

Does the proposed space have clearly defined edges 
and is under 20ha in size? 
Does the space feel local in character and scale? 

Yes 
 
Yes 

How close is the space to the community it serves? Central to the secondary community of Iden Green 

What evidence is there to demonstrate that the space has a particular local significance with respect to at least 
one of the following aspects: 

• Its beauty  

• Historic significance  

• Recreational value The Children’s Play Area and Tennis Courts are in 
frequent use.  The area is also used for community 
events such as outdoor music festivals and sports 
competitions (e.g. the Iden Green Rounders 
Tournament).  The Village Hall hosts a number of 
regular meetings and adult education classes. 

• Tranquility  

• Richness of its wildlife  

Summary of assessment The value to the community and its central location 
make it a key asset to the community which is 
important to be protected 

 

Name Historic Churchyard 

Description This site is the Churchyard associated with St George’s 
Church, the Parish Church of Benenden.  It is a small 
site, with a number of burials, ancient yew trees, and 
some attractive and ancient native hedging. 



8 
 

 
Location TQ 80836 32641 

 
St George’s Church, 
The Green, Benenden 
CRANBROOK 
TN17 4DL 

 
Reviewer Nancy Tolhurst 

Site area 1.82ha 

Current use of the land Churchyard 

Owner Parish Church 
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Comments by owner  

Does the proposed space have planning permission for 
development? 

Land is not subject of an application for Planning 
Permission 

Is the proposed space a Local Plan or Neighbourhood 
Plan allocation or proposed site? 

This site is not a Local or Neighbourhood Plan allocated 
site.   

Does the proposed space have clearly defined edges 
and is under 20ha in size? 
Does the space feel local in character and scale? 

This site is not an extensive tract of land.  It is a historic 
churchyard, and as such is a tranquil site for 
contemplation and relaxation.   

How close is the space to the community it serves? The site is with 300 metres of the heart of Benenden 
village.   

What evidence is there to demonstrate that the space has a particular local significance with respect to at least 
one of the following aspects: 

• Its beauty This is a lovely village churchyard; with attractive 
historic yews, tidy, but not over-maintained graves and 
gravestones, and set on the ridge above the village.  It 
is atmospheric, pastoral, and deeply reminiscent of 
English village life. 

• Historic significance The Churchyard is contemporaneous with the Church, 
and hence dates back to 1086.  It was enlarged in the 
13th Century, and extensive rebuilding in the 17th 
Century following a fire in the tower.   
The Church is Grade 2* listed, and the Churchyard is 
within Benenden’s Conservation area.   
More detail at: 
https://www.kentarchaeology.org.uk/01/03/BEN.htm 

• Recreational value This is an area for quiet enjoyment; a shady, tranquil 
spot for relaxation and contemplation.   
 

Inappropriate for exercise or games, but a well-used 
site place for contemplation, alongside being a site for 
significant life events for the Village and villagers.   

• Tranquility Extremely quiet, shady, and restful.  Appropriate for 
quiet contemplation, especially at moments of stress.   

• Richness of its wildlife Site has a number of attractive and historic trees, and is 
bounded by historic, native hedgerows.  It contains a 
small pond.  The older part of the churchyard is 
managed by controlled cropping and has relict, 
unimproved neutral grassland.  There are rare and 
interesting lichens and mosses in evidence across the 
tombstones and memorials.   
More detail at: http://benendenchurch.org/about-
us/churchyard/ 

Summary of assessment While the site has existing protection as a Churchyard it 
fits with the criteria for recognition as an Important 
Local Green Space; positioned centrally within the 
village, and fulfilling an important role in the life of the 
village and villagers.  The more recent extension to the 
south has been included in the designation. 

 

Name Beadle Platt 

Description Small triangular area outside the churchyard walls on 
the footpath through to Hilly Fields and Iden Green. 
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Location TQ 80800 32676 

 
St George’s Church, 
The Green, Benenden 
CRANBROOK 
TN17 4DL 

 
Reviewer Nancy Tolhurst 

Site area 0.01ha 
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Current use of the land None: grassy, shaded area of ground used for access 
through to footpath & Hilly Fields beyond.  

Owner Diocese of Canterbury 

Comments by owner Potential use of land for a ground source heat pump. 
Any inclusion of the Beadle Platt as an LGS should not 
prohibit this possible use for this piece of land. 
 
The LGS policy allows for reasonable use. 

Does the proposed space have planning permission for 
development? 

Land is not subject of an application for Planning 
Permission 

Is the proposed space a Local Plan or Neighbourhood 
Plan allocation or proposed site? 

This site is not a Local or Neighbourhood Plan allocated 
site.   

Does the proposed space have clearly defined edges 
and is under 20ha in size? 
Does the space feel local in character and scale? 

The site is not an extensive tract of land; it is a 
distinctive area of ground between the Churchyard and 
the houses at the top of The Green.  It is not 
agricultural, and provides an area of shade and 
tranquillity besides Footpaths 322 and 323 

How close is the space to the community it serves? The site is within 300m of Benenden village centre, and 
access is via paved roads or footpaths.   

What evidence is there to demonstrate that the space has a particular local significance with respect to at least 
one of the following aspects: 

• Its beauty This is a quiet, beautiful and tranquil spot, offering 
shade and peace for churchgoers and those using the 
footpaths down to Iden Green.   

• Historic significance The area immediately adjoins St George’s Churchyard, 
part of the Conservation Area surrounding Benenden 
Village Green   

• Recreational value This is an area for quiet enjoyment; a shady, tranquil 
spot for relaxation and contemplation.   
 
Inappropriate for exercise or games, but a useful place 
for contemplation.   

• Tranquility Extremely quiet, shady, and restful.  Located next to 
the Churchyard and hence appropriate for quiet 
contemplation.   

• Richness of its wildlife Site has a number of attractive and historic trees 

Summary of assessment Site is small, extremely close to Benenden Village 
Centre, and easily accessible by roadway and on an 
artieral footpath between Benenden and Iden Green 
villages.   
 

While not appropriate for sports or games, that site 
provides an ideal spot for resting, mediation, 
contemplation, and as sited next to the Churchyard is 
an appropriate spot for mourners.   

 

Name Beacon Field (historically known as Courtlands) 

Description Field to east of the new school development.  It 
reflects the intended layout of the new green space 
after the development of the new primary school is 
completed in 2019. 



12 
 

 
Location TQ 812 327 

 
Reviewer Charles Pope 

Site area 0.7ha 

Current use of the land Part of development site for new primary school. 
Previously it was pasture land. 

Owner Kent County Council 

Comments by owner Notified, but no response 
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Does the proposed space have planning permission for 
development? 

Whole site is part of primary school development. 

Is the proposed space a Local Plan or Neighbourhood Plan 
allocation or proposed site? 

No 

Does the proposed space have clearly defined edges and is 
under 20ha in size? 
Does the space feel local in character and scale? 

Yes it will have a clearly defined border. 

How close is the space to the community it serves? 350m from the Green 

What evidence is there to demonstrate that the space has a particular local significance with respect to at least 
one of the following aspects: 

• Its beauty It should be an attractive green field once 
development is complete. There is ancient 
hedgerow on the northerly edge. 

• Historic significance The historic name is Courtlands which indicates 
that it has medieval origins. The millennium beacon 
is placed at the higher end of the field which has 
been used occasionally for significant national 
events. 

• Recreational value It will continue to feature footpaths and be a green 
space accessible to the community. 

• Tranquility The northern end will be away from any road and 
will provide a peaceful environment into the 
countryside. 

• Richness of its wildlife Not possible to assess until development is 
complete. The field will have been long established 
unimproved meadow land. 

Summary of assessment The new school will lead to a change in 
configuration of the green space around it. The 
adjusted tract of land will still contain the 
millennium beacon and two footpaths, so will 
remain an important recreational area. 

 

Name Hilly Fields 

Description Large paddock and field featuring a footpath alongside 
and through it. 
A sloping site through open pastureland currently used 
to graze sheep. It is crossed by two footpaths including 
the High Weald Landscape Trail. The path from beside 
the churchyard is one of the most popular village walks 
and links Benenden with Iden Green. It can also form 
the ‘first stage’ of a longer circular walk. It is regularly 
used by walkers and dog walkers, as well as by children 
from Iden Green walking up/down to/from the Primary 
School in Benenden. Much of the site is bordered by 
hedges, of some age judging by the size of the trunks, 
and by ancient oaks, before it opens up to reveal the 
sweeping view west towards Hawkhurst. The lower 
part of the field, which the footpath crosses, adjacent 
to Iden Green, is known as the village tobogganing site 
when it snows. 
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Location TQ 807325 

 
Reviewer Minnie Garnier 

Site area 1.9ha 

Current use of the land The land is currently used as grazing. 

Owner Mr & Mrs David Barnes own large field to the south 
Charlotte & Donald Molesworth own paddock to the 
north 

Comments by owner Supportive of the designation 

Does the proposed space have planning permission for 
development? 

No, the land is presently farmed (used as grazing). 

Is the proposed space a Local Plan or Neighbourhood 
Plan allocation or proposed site? 

No 

Does the proposed space have clearly defined edges 
and is under 20ha in size? 
Does the space feel local in character and scale? 

The space consists of fields approx. 1.2km in length, 
linking the two ancient settlements of Benenden and 
Iden Green. The fields which it crosses are small in scale 
and have clearly defined boundaries, mostly by hedges 
and ancient trees. 
 
This space, taking in the sweeping view west towards 
Hawkhurst (see photo), is very typical of the gently 
rising and falling landscape of small fields and woods 
which characterise the area. 

How close is the space to the community it serves? The space is immediately adjacent to the centre of 
Benenden and at its western end to the village of Iden 
Green. 

What evidence is there to demonstrate that the space has a particular local significance with respect to at least 
one of the following aspects: 

• Its beauty Sloping pastureland, apparently untouched by modern 
like, with ancient hedges and trees and a sweeping 
view west. 
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• Historic significance The link between the historic villages of Iden green and 
Benenden. 
The footpaths which cross this space go back to 
antiquity. This was the most direct route from Iden 
Green to the church in Benenden and, apart from 
attending services, would most probably have been the 
ancient coffin route. It is in daily use and has been a 
recreational amenity for both villages since the distant 
past since the footpath is recorded on ancient maps. It 
is also the field used by village children as the 
tobogganing field when it snows and the tradition is 
remembered by some of the older residents. 

• Recreational value Widely used by residents and dog walkers on a daily 
basis as well as by pupils from the Primary School. Used 
as the village tobogganing field in the snow. 

• Tranquility There are no roads near this Green Space, except at the 
western end where it meets the road from Iden Green 
to Benenden, and is therefore a particularly peaceful 
and safe place for children to walk and play as well as 
for people to walk their dogs. 

• Richness of its wildlife Walking through these fields you are aware of the 
insect life in the pastureland – bees and butterflies in 
particular – and because of the hedges and trees there 
is abundant bird life as well 

Summary of assessment This area is a large open space accessible by a public 
right of way. This area is privately owned but is used by 
the village for informal recreational activities (such as 
walking, dog walking, etc.). Dogs are only allowed if 
they are on a lead as it is working farmland. This area is 
therefore of local significance because of its 
recreational value. 

 

Name Glebe Field/Playing Fields 

Description Field directly adjacent to the south of the Recreation 
Ground. 

 
Location TQ 810 327 
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Reviewer Charles Pope 

Site area 0.9ha 

Current use of the land Used on bonfire night and for informal recreation. Will 
be used by the new primary school for games. 

Owner The Diocese of Canterbury 

Comments by owner 0.9ha 

Does the proposed space have planning permission for 
development? 

No 

Is the proposed space a Local Plan or Neighbourhood 
Plan allocation or proposed site? 

No 

Does the proposed space have clearly defined edges 
and is under 20ha in size? 
Does the space feel local in character and scale? 

Yes, it has a boundary of trees all around. 
 
Yes. 

How close is the space to the community it serves? Western edge is around 100m from the church 

What evidence is there to demonstrate that the space has a particular local significance with respect to at least 
one of the following aspects: 

• Its beauty Surrounded by large oaks with outstanding views to the 
south. 

• Historic significance The name indicates its medieval origins used as pasture 
land to derive income for the church and manor. 

• Recreational value It has and will be used more by the new primary school 
as a playing field. It is used for community events such 
as the bonfire event. The footpaths and large flat open 
area mean that it will be continue to be used by the 
community on a day to day basis. 

• Tranquility It is away from any road and bounded by trees 
providing a safe peaceful area to enjoy. 

• Richness of its wildlife Unimproved grassland surrounded by old trees 
indicates that it provides a good natural habitat. 

Summary of assessment This area will be used by the new primary school as a 
playing field and the church for community activities. It 
is used for informal recreation by the local community 
including the annual village bonfire/ fireworks which is 
an important local fundraising charity event . 

 

Name Cherryfields 

Description Green space around which the Cherryfields 
development has been built. 
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Location TQ 80687 32969 

 
CherryFields, 
The Street, Benenden 
CRANBROOK 

TN17 4 

 
Reviewer Nancy Tolhurst 

Site area 0.01ha 

Current use of the land None; the land forms a visual buffer between the 
Cherryfields housing and The Street.   

Owner Primarily the Parish 

Comments by owner Supportive of designation 

Does the proposed space have planning permission for 
development? 

Land is not subject of an application for Planning 
Permission 

Is the proposed space a Local Plan or Neighbourhood 
Plan allocation or proposed site? 

This site is not a Local or Neighbourhood Plan 
allocated site.   

Does the proposed space have clearly defined edges 
and is under 20ha in size? 
Does the space feel local in character and scale? 

The site has clearly defined boundaries (roads on all 
sides).  It is less than 20ha.   
It forms an integral element in the original design of the 
Cherryfields post war development.   

How close is the space to the community it serves? The proposed Green Space forms the centre of the 
development, and is immediately opposite the local 
Community-run Shop.   
 

It is 200m from the Village Green.   

What evidence is there to demonstrate that the space has a particular local significance with respect to at least 
one of the following aspects: 

• Its beauty The site is not notably beautiful; indeed it is rather 
municipal.  The 2005 TWBC Conservation Area 
Appraisal assess the housing as ‘very weak 
architecturally’ and ‘bland’.   

• Historic significance The site is not of special historic significance 

• Recreational value The site forms a recreational space in front of the 
Cherryfields houses, and is an integral part of the 
development’s original design.   
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• Tranquility The site forms a very useful buffer between the main 
road through Benenden, and the houses that form the 
Cherryfields site.  The lime trees fronting the entrance 
to Cherrytrees also form useful enclosing elements, in 
keeping with the rest of the roadways into and out of 
the centre of Benenden village.   

• Richness of its wildlife Nothing particular noted. 

Summary of assessment The site is not as attractive as the other candidate sites 
for the Parish, and it is somewhat suburban in 
character.  However, if tided up it could prove an 
attractive feature in the centre of a less notable 
development.   

 

 


